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Facilitating the Completion of the Constitutional Review Process:
Ensuring Political Stakeholder Cooperation and Meaningful Public
Involvement.

Driving the Unveiling and Finalization of the Constitutional
Review Process: Political Stakeholders' Will and Effective
Public Engagement

On The finalization of the constitutional review process in Somalia holds immense
significance in establishing a strong constitutional framework that effectively addresses
security challenges, upholds democratic principles, drives socio-economic progress,
ensures accountability, and safeguards human rights. To achieve this, it is crucial to
bolster political will and encourage public engagement through various strategies,
including raising awareness, facilitating dialogues, strengthening participatory
mechanisms, and seeking international support. Additionally, it is essential to address
the concerns of regional governments like Puntland by striking a delicate balance
between federal and regional interests, fostering unity, cooperation, and a shared vision
for the future of the nation. By prioritizing political will and embracing inclusive
processes, Somalia can develop a constitution that promotes harmony, stability, and
inclusive governance across the entire country.
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Driving the Unveiling and Finalization of the [l

Constitutional Review Process

Introduction:

The constitutional review process in
Somalia is a critical undertaking that has
the power to shape the nation's future
and unlock its full potential. It provides
an opportunity to establish a framework
for governance, rule of law, and the
protection of human rights. By finalizing
the constitution, Somalia can solidify its
democratic institutions, ensure
accountability, and foster an environment
conducive to sustainable peace and
prosperity.

This article delves deeper into the
importance of political stakeholders' will
and effective public engagement in
harnessing  the  power of  the
constitutional review process. It builds
upon the report "The Unleashing and
Finalization of the Constitutional Review
Process:

The only Missing Link is the Political Will
and Meaningful Public Deliberations,"
which highlights the crucial factors that
need to be addressed for a successful
constitutional review process in

Somalia.
The Significance of Finalizing the

Constitutional Review Process:

Finalizing the constitutional review
process in Somalia holds immense
significance in establishing a robust
constitutional order that addresses
various critical aspects. It goes beyond
a mere bureaucratic exercise and has
far-reaching implications for the nation's
future.

One significant aspect is addressing
the security challenges that Somalia
faces. These challenges include

internal political conflicts, terrorism,

and territorial disputes.




A finalized constitution provides a

clear framework to tackle these issues
effectively. It can define the roles and
responsibilities of security institutions,
establish  mechanisms  for civilian
oversight, and outline principles and
procedures for national security. By
doing so, it ensures that security forces
operate within the boundaries of the
law, respect human rights, and are
accountable to civilian authorities.
Moreover, finalizing the constitutional
review process promotes democratic
governance. It lays the foundation for a
democratic system by establishing
principles such as separation of powers,
checks and balances, and the rule of
law. The constitution defines the
structure and functions of government
institutions, including the executive,
legislature, and judiciary, and clarifies
their relationships.

This fosters stability, accountability, and
transparency in governance, allowing
for peaceful transitions of power and
effective decision-making processes.

nother crucial aspect is fostering

socio-

economic development. A well-crafted
constitution provides a conducive
gQyironment for economic growth. It

include provisions that protect

property
rights, encourage investment, and
promote economic opportunities for

all

citizens.
A P ST U I TN I U T

stimulates job creation, and facilitates
sustainable development. This, in turn,
contributes to poverty reduction,
improved living standards, and the
overall well-being of the population.
Furthermore, finalizing the constitutional
review process ensures accountability in
governance. The constitution establishes
mechanisms for accountability at all levels
of government, including anti-corruption
measures, independent oversight bodies,
and transparent processes for public
procurement and resource management.

By doing so, it helps combat corruption,
promotes good governance, and fosters
public trust in institutions. This is crucial
for effective service delivery, equitable
distribution of resources, and the efficient
utilization of public funds.

Lastly, a finalized constitution enshrines
the protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms. It includes
provisions that guarantee equality, non-
discrimination, and the rights of
vulnerable groups, such as women,
children, and minority communities. By
providing a legal framework for the
protection and promotion of human
rights, the constitution ensures that
individuals are treated with dignity and
have access to justice. This contributes to
social cohesion, inclusivity, and respect
for the rights and dignity of all citizens.
The finalizing the constitutional review
process in Somalia is of paramount
significance as it establishes a robust
constitutional order that addresses
security challenges, promotes democratic
governance,



fosters socio-economic development,
ensures accountability, and protects
human

rights. It provides clear

guidelines  and principles  for
governance, paving the way for a more
inclusive, and

stable, rosperous
prosp

Somalia.

The political stakeholders' will

The political stakeholders' will is a
crucial  factor  in  driving  the
constitutional review process forward.
The report emphasizes that political
leaders and  decision-makers  hold
significant responsibility in determining
the course and pace of the process.
Their commitment to the process,
beyond personal or partisan interests, is
essential for its success.

Firstly, —political ~ stakeholders — must
recognize and appreciate the long-term
benefits of finalizing the constitution.
They need to understand that a well-
established constitutional order provides

stability,

development, and good governance. It

a solid foundation for
ensures that the rights and interests of
all citizens are protected, and that
mechanisms for accountability and
transparency are in  place. By
prioritizing the completion of the
constitutional review process, political
stakeholders demonstrate their
commitment to the nation's longterm
interests and the well-being of its

people.

Additionally, political stakeholders must H
display unity and cooperation
throughout the process. The complexities
of constitutional review often involve
differing opinions and interests.
However, it is essential for political
leaders to rise above partisan divisions
and work together towards a common
goal. This requires building consensus,
engaging in constructive dialogue, and
making necessary compromises. By
demonstrating unity and cooperation,
political stakeholders can foster an
environment conducive to progress and
ensure that the constitutional review
process moves forward smoothly.
Furthermore, political stakeholders
should have a shared vision for the
nation's future. It is crucial for them to
collectively envision the kind of society
they aspire to build through the finalized
constitution. This shared vision provides
a guiding framework that helps inform
decision-making and prioritization of key
issues within the constitutional review
process. By aligning their interests and
goals, political stakeholders can
effectively navigate the challenges that
arise and make informed decisions that
support the overall objectives of the
constitutional review.

The political stakeholders' will also
involve a commitment to transparency
and inclusivity. It is important for
decision-making processes to be
transparent and inclusive, ensuring that
all voices and perspectives are heard
and considered.



This helps build public trust and confidence
in the process and enhances the legitimacy
of the finalized constitution. Political

stakeholders must actively engage with
civil society organizations, experts, and
the public to gather diverse inputs and
ensure that the constitution reflects the
aspirations and needs of the entire nation.
In ‘summary, the political stakeholders'
will is of utmost importance in driving the
constitutional review process forward.
Their commitment, beyond personal or
partisan interests, is vital for the success
of the process. By recognizing the long-
term benefits of a finalized constitution,
demonstrating unity and cooperation,
sharing a vision for the nation's future,
and ensuring transparency and inclusivity,
political stakeholders can navigate the
complexities of the process and move
towards a successful outcome. Their
active involvement and commitment are
essential to  establishing a  robust
constitutional  order that serves the
interests of the nation and its people.
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a. Leadership commitment

Leadership commitment is a crucial aspect of political will in the constitutional review
process. It refers to the determination and dedication of political leaders to drive the
process forward and ensure its success. Without strong leadership commitment, the
process may lack the necessary momentum, resources, and prioritization.

leadership commitment is essential for initiating and sustaining the constitutional review
process. Political leaders play a pivotal role in setting the agenda, establishing timelines,
and mobilizing the necessary resources and support. Their commitment ensures that the
process moves forward and does not stagnate or face unnecessary delays.

One of the key responsibilities of leaders is to allocate the required resources to support
the constitutional review process. This includes financial resources, technical expertise,
and administrative support. By prioritizing the process and allocating adequate funding,
leaders facilitate meaningful public consultations, expert inputs, and the drafting of the
constitution. Insufficient resources can compromise the process and result in a shallow or

incomplete outcome.




leaders must actively seek the participation of diverse societal actors, including
marginalized groups, women, youth, and civil society organizations. They need to create
an enabling environment that encourages the meaningful engagement of these stakeholders.
By ensuring their voices are heard and their perspectives are considered, leaders enhance
the legitimacy and credibility of the process.

Effective public communication and outreach are also part of leadership commitment.
Leaders should articulate the significance of the constitutional review process, its objectives,
and the potential benefits it holds for the Somali people. Transparent and regular
communication with the public helps keep them informed about the progress, challenges,
and opportunities related to the process. This fosters an informed and engaged citizenry
and generates broader public support and trust in the process.

Leadership commitment extends beyond the initial stages of the constitutional review
process. leaders should demonstrate a longterm vision for the implementation and
enforcement of the constitution. They need to ensure that the necessary mechanisms,
institutions, and legal frameworks are established to uphold the provisions of the constitution
and ensure its effective implementation. By overseeing the long-term sustainability of the
constitutional framework, leaders foster a culture of constitutionalism within the country.

In conclusion:

finalizing the constitutional review process in Somalia is crucial for establishing a robust
constitutional order that addresses security challenges, promotes democratic governance,
fosters socio-economic development, ensures accountability, and protects human rights.
Enhancing political will and public engagement through strategies such as building
awareness, promoting dialogue, strengthening participatory mechanisms, and leveraging
international support are key to achieving a constitution that reflects the aspirations and
needs of the Somali people. It is also important to address the concerns of member state
governments like Puntland by striking a balance between the federal and regional interests,
fostering unity, cooperation, and a shared vision for the nation's future. By prioritizing
political will and inclusive processes, Somalia can create a constitution that promotes
harmony, stability, and inclusive governance throughout the country.
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